PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL

Holywood Chamber of Commerce

Board Meeting

12.30 pm, Tuesday 5 September 2006

Cultra Manor

M I N U T E S

Present:
Mr David Duly (President), Mr Stephen Dunlop, Mr John Minnis,

Ms Paula Kane, Mrs Deirdre Thomas

In Attendance: 
Mrs Fiona McGarry (TCM)

	
	
	Action

	1.
	Welcome  

Mr Duly welcomed members to the first meeting of the autumn session. 


	

	2.
	Apologies  

Mr Kevin Lyons, Cllr Diana Peacocke, Mrs Anne McMullan.


	

	3.

	Chairman’s Business

Nothing to report.


	

	4.
	Minutes of the last meeting
All agreed.  It was further agreed to circulate electronically the Chamber minutes to those members of Holywood Chamber with email addresses and post a copy on the TCM website, www.bangorholywoodtcm.co.uk

	TCM

	5.
	Matters Arising

a) Two Town Walk Spring Clean – The coastal path clean up event was cancelled in May due to bad weather.  It was agreed that the Chamber would host a clean up event in June 2007, followed by a barbeque.

b) Belfast City Airport – Mr Dunlop reported that he had not received any feedback from the Kinnegar Residents Action Group on the expansion plans of the airport.  Mr Dunlop to seek Mr John Gillies comments for the next Board meeting.

c) Cultural Tourism – The President commented that he would welcome the positioning of tourist signage in Holywood.  Mrs Thomas noted that many visitors to Holywood used the Priory for genealogy research.  The Chamber agreed to support Holywood Residents Association and Holywood Conservation Group in their endeavours.  

d) Underpass Lighting – The President referred to an attack on an elderly person at the A2 underpass and asked that a discussion on public lighting be tabled at the next Board meeting.

e) Patton’s Lane – Mr Dunlop noted that although the Housing Executive has compulsory purchase orders in place, as yet he had no reply to his suggestion that Patton’s Lane could be developed into a social housing project.  Mr Dunlop will discuss the issue with Alderman Gordon Dunne and report back at the next Board meeting. 


	TCM

SD

HCC

HCC

SD

	6.
	Financial Review
The President requested Mr Lyons to submit the Chamber accounts for consideration at the next Board meeting.


	KL



	7.
	Reports from other organisations
a) Holywood Conservation Group – Mrs Thomas reported that HCG had major reservations about the proposed Tesco redevelopment along High Street and Church Road.  In particular, HCG was concerned with the height and mass of the redevelopment especially in a conservation area and with no gain in retail space offered along Church Road. Mr Minnis agreed that the proposed redevelopment would not enhance the conservation area.  It was agreed that the Chamber would correspond with the Planning Authority about its concerns on the current Tesco proposal. 
b) TCM – Mr Dunlop reported that TCM had approved the appointment of Mr George Priestley, a retired private sector entrepreneur.  He also reported the appointment of three new Board members, namely:  Ms Gillian Bennett (Northern Bank); Mr Ricky Donnelly and Mr Raymond Parker (Feherty Travel).  

c) Holywood Arts Trust – The Arts Council of Northern Ireland has awarded national lottery funds for the commissioning and installation of the HAT’s public art proposal for Holywood Library.  It is intended to submit the proposal for planning approval in September and a presentation to SEELB will be made soon.  A meeting had already taken place between the artist (Timothy Shutter), Board members and local government representatives.  Alderman McKay had congratulated the HAT Board on their endeavours and welcomed the public art proposal.  Further details may be obtained on the TCM website – www.bangorholywoodtcm.co.uk
d) North Down Safer Streets Ltd – Nothing to report from CSP to date.

e) NICCI – Details of events organised by NICCI can be obtained by contacting the President of the Chamber at Habinteg Housing Association.  Membership fee for NICCI is outstanding.  Mr Duly to forward invoice to TCM for processing.

f) NI Economic Forum – Mr George Priestley will represent TCM at the Forum which is a strategic grouping of the major employers and agencies in the North Down area, chaired by John Simpson.  


	SD

Note 

Note

Note 

DD

Note



	8. 
	Charity Lunches

It was agreed that the Chamber would organise a Charity Lunch on a weekday in November (pref. Thurs).  It was agreed that the benefiting charity on this occasion would be Holywood Arts Trust.  It was further agreed that the officer in charge of the proposed IKEA development at Holywood Exchange would be invited to be guest speaker at the event.


	SD

	9.
	Development Update:

a) Holywood Gateway – Mr Dunlop reported that he had been asked to facilitate a meeting between the developer and local Councillors.  Mrs Thomas noted that HCG had some concerns with the proposal i.e. incorrect plans and the height of buildings behind the existing that front onto Shore Road (within the conservation area).  Mrs Thomas to supply plans for reference at the next meeting.


	SD

DT

	10.
	Any Other Business:
Mrs Thomas requested that more effort be made in securing new Board members and new members to the Chamber.  

Mrs Thomas also congratulated TCM on its hanging basket scheme in Holywood and Bangor.  Mr Dunlop thanked her for her comments and noted that the Best Kept Awards were still to be announced.  


	All

Note

	11.
	Dates of next Board meetings:
Tuesday 3 October 2006, 12.30 pm, Cultra Manor

Tuesday 14 November 2006, 12.30 pm, Cultra Manor

Tuesday 5 December 2006, 12.30 pm, Christmas Lunch, venue to be decided
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David Duly, President, Holywood Chamber of Commerce, c/o Habinteg Housing Association, Alex Moira House, 22 Hibernia Street, Holywood, BT18 5JE

Tel: 028 9042 7211




E-mail: 
 info@habinteg-ulster.co.uk
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