








Bangor has been voted the most 
desirable place to live in Northern 
Ireland, by thousands of UTV viewers 
for the new series of Ultimate Ulster. 
In fact, four of the top ten most sought 
after places to live in Northern Ireland 
are located in North Down, the others 
being Cultra (3rd), Holywood (6th) and 
Helen’s Bay (8th), but at what cost? 

A recent report published by the 
University of Ulster has calculated 
that houses in Northern Ireland are 
rising in value by £200 a day, with 
the average price of a house in North 
Down now costing nearly £258,000. 

Properties valued £150,000 or less 
accounted for only 10% of sales. The 
high cost of housing and increasing 
interest rates are making it more dif-
ficult for the first time buyer to get on 
the property ladder. 

Ultimate Ulster viewers also rated 
the Old Inn, Crawfordsburn and The 
Stables, Groomsport as the second 
and third most popular places to eat 
out. The Folk & Transport Museum 
at Cultra was also listed as the second 
best place for a day out, being beaten 
by shopping as the most preferred ac-
tivity by viewers.

Ultimate price for 
North Down Bangor & Holywood Town Centres 

Ltd has been awarded funding from 
North Down Community Safety 
Partnership and the “Policing in the 
Community Fund” to promote and 
create a sustainable Radio Link sys-
tem. It will support communications 
between businesses in Bangor on mat-
ters relating to retail theft and other 
incidents of anti social behaviour

The system will also provide a ra-
dio link between door supervisors 
working within the evening economy, 
to the PSNI beat officers and the CCTV 
monitoring suite.

The funding also allows for the 
appointment of a dedicated Radio 
Link Manager to promote the system 
that is expected to help reduce retail 
crime and increase greater owner-
ship and reporting of crimes and 
suspicious behaviour to the police 
and other retailers. 

Equally, the new radio link system 
is central to the development of a new 
client/service based crime prevention 
and reduction strategy to be developed 
by the Radio Link Manager.

The Holywood Arts Trust has now 
received planning permission for the 
siting of its’ commissioned works ‘The 
Pillars of Holywood’ at the front of 
Holywood Library.

Renowned artist Tim Shutter is 
carving the three stone sculptures that 
chart the ages of Holywood, from the 
establishment of a church and castle 
to the erection of elegant mansions by 
Belfast’s 19th century industrial barons.  

Tim has worked on a number 
of public art commissions for lo-
cal authorities and charitable trusts 
throughout the United Kingdom and 
was assistant to Antony Gormley, 
carving the granite figures for the 
British Library forecourt.  

The commissioning of this first 
public art project in Holywood has 

only been possible through partner-
ship funding from the Arts Council 
of Northern Ireland National Lottery 
resources, North Down Borough 
Council and private donations.  The 
Holywood Arts Trust is indebted to 
their financial assistance and to the 
South Eastern Education & Library 
Board, on whose land the sculptures 
will be sited. Further thanks goes to  
Brian W Murray Ltd for their engi-
neering advice.

It is anticipated that the finished 
works will be unveiled in Holywood 
in the New Year. 

Fighting Retail 
Crime in Bangor
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